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Yanti(Yan Script)

e Yan Zhenging (BEA W, 709-785) was a leading Chinese calligrapher and a loyal governor of the Tang
Dynasty. His artistic accomplishment in Chinese calligraphy parallels the greatest master calligraphers
throughout the history.

e His “Yan style” of the Regular Script is the textbook—style that most calligraphy beginners imitate
today. It often called Yan script (Yanti #R4k), brought Chinese calligraphy to a new realm, emphasizing

strength, boldness, and grandness.
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Ji Zhi Wengao
(Draft of a Requiem to My Nephew )

e The text of the 28.3 x 75.5 cm piece has 234 characters arranged in
twenty—three columns. Plus the thirty—four characters Yan himself struck

out, the calligraphy has a total of 268 characters.

b




Ji Zhi Wengao
(Draft of a Requiem to My Nephew )

e In the rebelion of An Lu—shan (Zz#%.4) around 755 CE, Yan Zhenging’ s nephew
Yan Jiming (BAZ:8H) was serving in the government of Changshan (%% .4). The rebel
forces invaded the town, the Tang armies did not come to the rescue, resulting in the
fall of the town and the death of Jiming. This is what Yan Zhenging meant when he
wrote in this piece, “Traitorous officials did not rescue them, so the orphaned city
was besieged and compelled to submit. The father was taken and the son Kkilled in 756
CE, the nest tipped and the eggs overturned.” After the incident, Yan Zhenging sent
his elder nephew Quanming (5Z.BF) to the town to make funerary arrangements. Only
his head of Jiming was found. In 758 CE against these circumstances, Yan Zhenging
at the age of 49 wrote the Draft of a Requiem to My Nephew. His heart was filled
with deep sorrow and indignation. Hardly able to restrain himself, he poured love and

hatred onto the paper.




Noticing ,
Official Position of the Worshiper,
Nephew 's Official Position

© BIHAALF, FRRKR, LARF, AZBEWF,
e In the inaugural year of Qianyuan, the reign period of Emperor Su

Zong of the Tang Dynasty.On the third, a Reshen day, of the

ninth month, In which the first was a Gengwu day.

[9 October 758 CE]




Noticing Time,

Nephew 's Official Position

* FTE=R, REALE (K) X, BED, BIMHFEF. AN
AKX, EEFARE. FREFEEAERF,

e His thirteenth uncle, Grand Master of Imperial Entertainments with
Silver Seal and Blue Ribbon, Commissioner with Extraordinary Powers
Over All Military Affairs in Puzhou, Prefect of Puzhou, Senior
Commandant of Light Chariots, and Dynasty—Founding Marquis of
Danyang District, Yan Zhenging.
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Noticing Time,

Official Position of the Worshiper Yan Zhenging B

s UFHERARTTHEBEREXXAFWUZR,

e With pure wine and a complement of the delicacies, sacrifices to the
spirit of Jiming, his late nephew, who was granted the posthumous

title of Grand Master Admonisher.
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Nephew's Short Biography

s WREA, FAMWIE, THME, MEZE, RAY,

e From Jiming(your) birth, you showed your youthful virtue early. Like
sacrificial vessels in the ancestral temple and fragrant plants in the

courtyard, you were a comfort to our hearts.




Huge Change

o FHIERL, FTREMRIFEE, AREIUIR,

e In those days, you were blessed and happy. How could we imagined that the
rebel traitors would commence our misfortune ? But they took up arms and

violated their submission [to the throne].

, FOLAERR, R, TAETFR,

as commandery governor of

Changshan, while I, too, had received a mandate at that time, in Pingyuan.




Huge Change

c EEA, MRET, REJEE, EFLEIT, EITHEF, XERKE,

My selfless older brother so loved me that he asked you to send word to me.
You had already returned home and Tumen Pass was conquered; with the

opening of Tumen Pass, the villians feared they would be pressed on all sides

LrGT 5, M A,

The father was taken and the

son Killed, the nest tipped and the eggs overturned.




The Embitterment

* RE (AK) K

e A traitorous official [Wang Chengye] with a lot of

soldiers but did not even try to begin the rescue.




The Embitterment

- RTHER, BAFE! SREAR, 5 HTHE? G RK)

» Heaven has no regret for this calamity, but who else could cause
such suffering? | remember how you met with your cruel death, but
could we ransom all those people. Alas, how | grievel




Grieve

« BARARE, ST, RUILE, BB (£) b, #RA
#, RERZE,

 Since that time, | have been graced with the Beneficence of Heaven
and transferred to shepherd the flock on the He—Guan border [Pu—

zhou]. After Quanming found me and Changshan was retaken, he
retrieved your encoffined head and has now returned together with it.




Grieve

s o, KRS

e The memory of your death is revived in me and the
shock of grief in my heart and my face is just as it
was on that distant day.




Grieve

- ZARZH, FRAEE, RRAF, LEAFE,

e Wait for some time (may be quite long), | will select a suitable
location for your grave. Your spirit may have knowledge of it.

Please do not wander for too long.




Grieve

ot R & B
e Alas, how | grieve|

May you accept this offering.
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(Draft of a Requiem to My Nephew )

Ji Zhi Wengao
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Contributions and Style

e The masterpiece of Yan was regarded as the second best running script in history after Wang Xizhi’ s
Lanting Xu (Preface to the Orchid Pavilion Collection). But the original of Lanting Xu has been lost. The
Draft of a Requiem to My Nephew is regarded to be the best running script that survived till today.

e Of all the Tang calligraphers, Yan Zhenging’ s style was the most original. His style was a form of

liberation from the past. His overriding desire was to impart the maximum power into his strokes —  ‘dots
like falling stones, horizontals like rain clouds, corners like bent metals, curves like extended bows.’

e The characters he executed were full of weight, achieved by enclosed forms which had the ideal solidity of
the block or the cylinder. In this way he hoped to gain a greater fullness and a more pervasive movement .

At the same time, he endowed his characters with an revitalising lustre — the brightness that is so
essential to beauty.




e https: / /patricksiu.org /the—draft—eulogy—for—
nephew—jiming—or—draft—of—a—requiem—to—my—
nephew—

%E 7%A5%ADY,E4%BEY84%E6%96%8 7T%E7%A8
0BF—by—yan—zhenqing—
%E9%A1%8F%E 7%9C%9F%ES%8D%BF /

Zial Liu




