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Who was Wang Xizhi 
(王羲之）



Basic Facts:
Born c. 303 in Linyi （临沂市）,
Shandong Province （山东省）
China, during the Jin dynasty

(266-420AD)
Due to numerous rebellions,

Wang Xizhi and his clan moved
to present-day Shaoxing （绍兴
声） and Wenzhou （温州市）

of Zhejiang （浙江省）province



Started learning calligraphy
from his father and his aunt
Wei Shuo, when he was 7
Lady Wei Shuo, famous
calligrapher of her time,

attributed with established the
rules of Kǎishū（楷书）

Most renowned for Xíngshū（行
书 ), semi-cursive script
Inspired by geese necks



Title: Wang Xizhi watching
geese

Artist: Qian Xuan (Chinese,
1239–1301)

Took inspiration from
observing how geese turned
his neck; informed his wrist

movements
Daoist monk myth







Laid back and informal
personality

Legend: government official
Chi Jian looked for a perfect
match for his daughter Chi
Xuan, sent a subordinate to

Wang family to find a husband
Wang Xizhi sat in his bed with
pajamas on and was the only

sibling to not receive the
subordinate.



Regarded as the Sage of
Calligraphy

Legend: writing on the freshly
polished table-top of his

student
“three millimetres into the

wood” 入木三分 rù mù sān fēn,



Another legend: he used to
practice at a pond in Shaoxing
He practiced for so many hours
that the pond turned black due
to him frequently dipping his
brush in the pond to extend

the life of his ink



Most famous work: Preface to
the Poems Composed at the

Orchid Pavilion
Composed of 324 characaters

in 28 lines
Spring Purification Ceremony

held in Lanting, today Shaoxing
Winding stream drinking

contest
character zhi (之) appears 17
times, but no two look alike
Original is lost, but copies

remain









Why is he the standard?
Hard-working and benevolent governor

figure
Emperor Tang Taizong (599 – 649)

admired Wang’s work and had court
calligraphers copy hundreds of works by

Wang
Famous Song dynasty (960 – 1279)

calligraphers were also inspired by Wang
Ming dynasty (明朝, 1368 – 1644)

calligraphers praised Xīzhī’s calligraphy
for for its grace.

“style of calligraphy breathed life and
motion into the written words
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