Who was Wang Xizhi
(Ex2)

Sophia Elsom
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China, during the Jin dynasty

(266-420AD)

e Due to numerous rebellions,
Wang Xizhi and his clan moved
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Started learning calligraphy
from his father and his aunt
Wei Shuo, when he was 7
Lady Weil Shuo, famous
calligrapher of her time,
attributed with established the

rules of Kaishd (&) _
Most renowned for Xingshd (17 e Ve
), semi-cursive script == saa o
Inspired by geese necks




Title: Wang Xizhi watching
geese
Artist: Qian Xuan (Chinese,
1239-1301)
Took inspiration from

observing how geese turned
his neck; informed his wrist
movements
Daoist monk myth










. Laid back and informal
personality
e |Legend: government official
Chi Jian looked for a perfect
match for his daughter Chi
Xuan, sent a subordinate to
Wang family to find a husband
e Wang Xizhi sat in his bed with
pajamas on and was the only
sibling to not receive the
subordinate.
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as the Sage of
ligraphy

Legend: writing on the freshly
polished table-top of his
student
“three millimetres into the
wood” ARK=43 ru mu san fén,




e Another legend: he used to
practice at a pond in Shaoxing
e He practiced for so many hours
that the pond turned black due
to him frequently dipping his
brush in the pond to extend
the life of his ink
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Why is he the standard?
Hard-working and benevolent governor
figure
Emperor Tang Taizong (599 - 649)
admired Wang’s work and had court
calligraphers copy hundreds of works by
Wang
Famous Song dynasty (960 - 1279)
calligraphers were also inspired by Wang
Ming dynasty (BHEH, 1368 - 1644)
calligraphers praised Xizhr's calligraphy
for for its grace.

“style of calligraphy breathed life and
motion into the written words
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