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Vertical to 
Horizontal

➢ All traditional texts started out vertical

➢ some horizontal texts were placed to fit 

on temples or signs

➢ modern day, horizontal signs are seen to 

fit with adaptation of western languages



Chinese Shūfǎ

➢ calligraphy traditionally written vertically

➢ First Chinese text printed horizontally from 

Robert Morrison’s ”Dictionary of the Chinese 

Language” 

➢ 8 strokes

➢ 永字八法 (yǒng zì bā fǎ)

➢ Eight Principles of Yong

Strokes

Orientation



Examples
*read from right to left*

少林寺 (Shao Lin Chuan)

*read from top to bottom*



Japanese 
Shodo

➢ calligraphy traditionally written vertically

➢ horizontal came in the meiji era, when western 

language dictionaries were being printed

➢ migi yokogaki (右横書き, "right horizontal writing")

➢ 3 main types of strokes

➢ tomi, harai, and hane

➢ full stop, jump, sweep

Strokes

Orientation



Examples

*top down*

*right to left*



Korean Seoye

➢ calligraphy traditionally written vertically

➢ 1988, The Hankyoreh became first SK 

newspaper to write horizontal Korean

➢ By 1990, no vertical writing anymore 

➢ 5 types

➢ seal, cursive, block, semi-cursive, and official

➢ adoption of chinese character and hangul

Types

Orientation



Examples

*read from top to bottom*
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