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Brahmi and Kharosthi Scripts

● Used throughout ancient India (400 BCE - 600 CE)

● Origins of writing systems likely stem from Aramaic

● Both are abugidas - symbols represent consonants with added marks to denote vowel sounds

● Written from left to right (mostly)

Paper strip written with Kharosthi 
writing



Early Brahmi (Left) and Kharosthi (Right) Letters



Early Brahmi Script
● Used from 250 BCE - 1st century CE

● Letters are typically more angular due to most commonly being 

carved into stone

● Edicts of Ashoka: Large pillars inscribed with Buddhist philosophy 

by the emperor Ashoka of the Maurya empire



Birch Bark Manuscripts

● Along with stone carvings, much writing was 

done on the inside of birch bark

● Written with pen and ink

● Written with Kharosthi script 

● Writing is much more cursive than early 

Brahmi

● Buddhist manuscripts which often contained 

notes detailing authorship and date of 

writing

● Stored in clay pots





Palm-leaf Manuscripts

● Common method of writing for over 1500 years

● Dried palm leaves inscribed with a knife before applying ink 

and wiping off; text became engraved in surface

● Fragile leaves would cause writing systems to evolve into 

rounder and more cursive forms as the previously angular 

letters would cause leaves to tear

● Manuscripts typically degrade after about 600 years



What happened to them?

● Brahmi developed over time and eventually developed into numerous modern scripts including Devanagari 

and Tibetan script

● Kharosthi script seems to have been abandoned after the 3rd century AD


