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Vietnamese Calligraphy

Angeline Phan



“thu” = script
“phap” = rule

“thu phap” = “the rule of writing”



Chit Han / Chinese Characters

e Han Chinese characters introduced after the

Han dynasty conquered Nanyue (111 BC)
e Restricted to scholars and elites

e Even after independence, literary chinese

was used for official purposes

e Vietnam developed its own styles of writing
but still heavily influenced by Chinese

standards
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Chit Nom / Original Vietnamese Characters

Logographic writing system devised

for transcribing spoken Vietnamese

By the 14th and 15th centuries it

became widely used by the elite

Used in popular works including folk

verses, proverbs, and poems
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Chit Qudc Ngit / Latin-based Characters

French colonization resulted in

discouraged use of classical Chinese

Popularized under the influence of
French literature and the New Poetry

Movement

The modern script for romanized

Vietnamese
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Vietnamese Calligraphy

e Historically used cht Han N6m but

modern calligraphy also uses Quéc ngi

e Can use any type of script or

combination in one piece

e JSimilar to Chinese calligraphy, it uses

ink and brush




Calligraphy Uses

e Special occasions, especially Lunar

New Year

e Silk paintings, hangings, poetry
e Greeting cards, calendars, decoration
e Tattoo

e Can be used on paper, wood, glass

e Decline in interest since 1950s, but

increasing popularity in recent years



Lunar New Year Festival

e Tradition of calligraphy
giving—people tell the
scholars their wishes for
the New Year and receive

writing







Styles

e Lénh thu “edict script” - writing style
for cht Han Nom, distinguished by
sharp upward hooks and mimics

cursive script

e Thao thu “grass script” - cursive style






Chir cach diéu

Chir chdan phuong
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VidaoShow



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-WEuu1sNaM

tHe 2HX= ulet



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZZwIHcNJ-A&t=2883
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