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Calligraphy beyond China

While most often associated with the Chinese 
Language and China itself, Calligraphy has 
impacted culture all around east asia. 

China’s historical status as a center of power in 
the region meant that its culture heavily 
influenced cultures that are adjacent to it. 

Today, Calligraphy is one of the most visible 
symbol of the influence of chinese culture 
abroad. 



Chinatowns

Chicago Boston



Trấn Quốc Pagoda, 
Hanoi, Vietnam



Gwanghwamun, Seoul, South Korea 



The Japanese 
Script

すべての人間は、生まれながら
にして自由であり、かつ、尊厳と
権利と について平等である。人
間は、理性と良心とを授けられ
ており、互いに同 胞の精神を
もって行動しなければならな

い。

Sample Text: Excerpt from the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights



The Origin

It is unknown if Japan had a writing 
system prior to the importation of Kanji. 

Japanese social elites became fluent in 
classical chinese (and therefore the 
chinese script) sometime after the 4th 
century AD. 

Sometime in the 8th century AD, 
man'yōgana was adopted to write 
japanese by taking chinese characters 
that are phonetically equivalent. 

漢委奴國王印 (King of Na gold 
seal) The first know sample of 
Chinese Writing in Japan (57AD)



Early Japanese Calligraphy

The upper class learned classical 
chinese and absorbs aspects of its 
culture - like calligraphy: 

Right: 

楽毅論 (Gakki-ron) 
光明皇后 (Empress Komyo) - 744 AD
Considered an very important copy of 
王羲之 (Wang Xizhi)’s work



Man'yōshū
万葉集

Man'yōgana
万葉仮名



Man'yōgana & Katakana 

Man'yōgana later became the other two 
systems of japanese writing, hiragana 
(平仮名) and katakana (片仮名). 

Katakana, or “fragmentary kana” is used 
in japanese for foreign words & loan 
words. 

Its “fragments” comes from the regular 
chinese script （楷書). 



The Cursive Script 

草書 is a much less orderly style of 
calligraphic writing. 

It is faster to write than the 
traditional clerical script. 

Right:
十七帖 (The Seventeenth)
王羲之 (Wang Xizhi) - 347- 361 AD
Considered a landmark piece for 
“modern cursive”



Development of Hiragana 

Top: man'yōgana / kanji  
Middle: sōgana / “cursive characters” 
Bottom: hiragana / “simple characters”

During the Heian period (9-12th century 
AD), sōgana can into use in literature.

Sōgana was later further simplified and 
became what is known today as the 
hiragana syllabary.





Hiragana in everyday use



Hiragana in everyday use 止末礼

於加衣利奈左以

安
不
奈
以
加
良

波
以
  川

天
波

以
計
末
世
無
！



Thank you 



The nature of Scripts

Language and scripts change 
over time. 

The Chinese script has seen 
many different mediums and 
styles throughout the centuries. 

Changes are not insular, and 
can affect the scripts of 
surrounding cultures.


